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The other side of Long Island

Forget the Hamptons. Charming villages and small wineries on the North Fork are capturing
tourists hearts
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Where there is an abundance of good wine, the gourmets are not far  Previous m RSS feed
behind. These are tourists who want more than a plate of the local steamers-- or

at least, tourists who want to enjoy those steamers with a delicate salad of '
heirloom tomatoes in a place with decent ambience.

Photos

Luckily, the North Fork -- asits name implies -- boasts some mighty fine grub.
Thewinetrailswind past several restaurants of note, where foodies can fortify
themselves with a simple lunch or afive-course meal.

For the former, there's the homey Jamesport Country Kitchen, just up the road
from Paumanok. The lunch menu includes chicken nicoise with snap peas, black
olives and fresh basil dressing ($9), and the house specialty, salmon cakeswith &
jalapeno tartar sauce ($9). The decor is plain but cozy, and the wait staff is
affable and apparently used to dealing with the occasional wine-warmed Long Beach Bar

customer. Lighthouse

For more substantial fare, there's the much-nicer-than-it-sounds Seafood Barge (| 0" Jerome, Newsday

in Southold. Far superior to touristy fish restaurants around the Greenport ferry, (2001))
it offers -- along with pretty water views -- alobster roll with grilled brioche and

sun-dried tomato butter ($20), as well as more eccentric entries such as the Photos
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grilled shrimp, which comes with mushroom risotto and--the zinger -- atruffle-
fried egg ($27).

Even fancier spots are opening on the North Fork, including Greenport's the

Fifth Season -- which, truth be told, is just entering its second summer season --

and the Frisky Oyster, with aracy menu that doesn't actually have much to do
with shellfish.

Those who have drained their wallets at the wineries need not despair. Locals
still frequent the Coronet, a diner that's been in Greenport since 1949 and still
serves grilled cheese ($4.95) and other sandwiches for arelatively reasonable
price.

With its beat-up window booths and counter stoals, the place might not have
looked much different in the 1950s. And even when -- as you are eating a
breakfast bowl of homemade oatmeal ($3.50) -- you overhear awaitress
rehashing a recent Nicole Kidman sighting downtown, the Hamptons feel
distant indeed.

Thetowns

The North Fork consists of fewer than a dozen tiny villages, most of which are
little more than an ice cream parlor and a post office. Greenport is the
communal heart, with a population of about 2,000. It is farther out than most of
the wineries, but its business district is the biggest, most likely because it's the
home of the Shelter Island Ferry-- the gateway to the Hamptons.

Each summer it seems like more and more well-heeled yuppies clatter down the
gangplank, and there's atacit awareness in Greenport that the North Fork could
become just another soulless resort. A big poster in a bookstore window
proclaimed: The End of the Hamptons -- an ominous neon advertisement for a
new book about the ruin of "America's paradise.”

Indeed, there were little signs that the North Fork might be a Hamptons
substitute--the evolving inventory at Preston's Marine Supplies, for example. A
ship's chandlery that dates to the late 1800s, Preston's used to outfit the
community's whaling ships. A section of its floor space is still dedicated to teak
oil and other nautical nuts and bolts (for the best stuff, check out the "Bargain
Bilge: All Sales Final" section) but much of the storeis also crowded with
cutesy sailing attire and fake-looking scrimshaw.

Up and down the main streets of town there are other bellwethers. A gelato bar,

aritzy-looking cheese shop. A chi-chi pet store with an emphasis on rhinestones.

These changes have an upside. Take the Greenporter, which used to be, by all
accounts, arather scruffy 1950s-era motor lodge, and is now aretro-chic hotel
and spa. The guest rooms are done in mint, cucumber and yogurt tones, so that
even crawling into bed feels like a spa treatment. For the real thing, head
downstairs; the lemongrass and ginger friction massage is pricey ($100 for 55
minutes) but sounds rather exquisite.

Also, many priced-out Hamptons artists have fled north, and so art and jewelry
are plentiful in Greenport. The Velvet Elvis on Front Street, for instance, offers
beautiful handmade jewelry, including adorable summery resin earrings for $15.
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And despite all the French headings that have been cropping up on local menus lately, most parts of
Greenport, and the North Fork in general, remain unaffected. The dress shops don't cater to the razor
silhouette of the Hamptons' trophy; the ample middle-class woman is still queen here, and store windows

tempt her with artfully draped scarves.

Perhaps the surest indicator, though, that the North Fork's bucolic traditions are safe is the lack of nightlifein
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Greenport or any neighboring town. Evening programming at the Greenport library isamajor social event.

Sure, there's a crowd of old salts at the counter of the Whisky Wind, and some newcomers sip -- horror of
horrors -- Grey Goose martinis at the bars of the new restaurants, but mostly the already sleepy villages conk

out entirely after 7 p.m.

Which leaves visitors little choice but to grab that nowchilled bottle of Paumanok riesling, some cheese from

the cheese shop, and toast the silent North Fork night.

abigail.
tucker@baltsun.com
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The other side of Long Island We:heard you!

Forget the Hamptons. Charming villages and small wineries on the North Fork are capturing $
tourists hearts

By Abigail Tucker P Talk about it SPECIAL OFFER
Sun Reporter E E-mail it HEW T‘Drk Clt}f
B print it 2-day round trip!

Originally published August 6, 2006

E Contact us
IF LONG ISLAND, N.Y.'S SOUTH Fork is a Grey Goose martini downed on
the dance floor, the North Fork is a chilled glass of chardonnay savored on the m RSS feed
veranda. The south is Bridgehampton's Mercedes- Benz Polo Challenge; the
north is the old-fashioned merry-go-round on the Greenport harbor front. Go
south to shop Bulgari- and Prada-stocked boutiques; head north for pansy flats
or fresh asparagus and farmers' eggs.

Photos

The culture of Long Island's far end splits with the sandy land itself, into two
distinct parts. The southern portion -- also known as the Hamptons -- isa
season- long party, an international destination far removed from its potato
farming roots. Sun-burnished resort towns that revolve around sexy nightclubs,
super-exclusive golfing greens and beaches with Splenda-fine sand -- who
hasn't dreamed about the Hamptons, or at least heard the Zillion references on
Sex and the City reruns?

Long Beach Bar

But it's the lesser-known North Fork that's been getting second looks lately. Its  Lighthouse
dleepy vistas and gustatory charms are drawing summer tourists, and

prospective vacation-home owners, from its world-famous neighbor. And why
not? Houses that would be called cramped on the other side of the bay are cozy  (2001))
on the North Fork, and it's hard to miss the battering Atlantic Ocean while
frolicking in the gentler surf of Long Island Sound. Photos

(Tony Jerome, Newsday
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Even longtime Hamptonites are ferrying themselves over to tour the up-and-
coming vineyards that supply many of the artisana wines served at their
superstar restaurants. As aresult, North Fork house prices are rising, spas are
opening and traffic is slowing to a crawl on summer weekends.

It may be best to see this beautiful spot now, lest it become the Hamptons
citified twin.

Best Shots photo

So take the Long Island Expressway -- or sail, if you like -- past the Pine

Barrens, past the glut of outlets at Riverhead, to a series of quaint villages gallery
: . . . > Send us photos from
strung out on athin spit of land. And bring an appetite. your trip

Thevineyards

Wineisthe fuel powering the revival of the North Fork villages, which used to
scrape by on farming and fishing profits. The first vineyard opened in 1973. By
1995 there were 17, and now there are roughly twice that number -- so many
that the chauffeured tasting room tours become a very good idea indeed.

Travel newsletter

Sign up for our
weekly Travel
newsletter

Features travel headlines
and tips, plus photos and
updates on the local travel
scene.

> Sign up now

But only one winery, Pindar, islarge enough for national distribution. Some
vineyards produce fewer than 10,000 cases a year and supply local restaurants
almost exclusively; the only way to try one of their winesisto travel down one
of the two thin, winding highways that extend to the tip of theisland. Either isa
beautiful drive, shady and green.

Also see

One of thefirst stops along the way is the 77-acre Paumanok Vineyards, which 1,4, |
makes alovely semi-dry riesling. Paumanok is a classic mom-and-pop Resources
operation; the owner's three sons sometimes deliver casesto clientsthemselves. s \yeather
On a spring afternoon founder Charles Massoud was wearing awork flannel > Airfares
shirt and toting awrench; a piece of machinery broke in the process of bottling . A rak
the year's cabernet franc, and hewas fixing it himself. > MARC

> Light Rail

But thisis no bumpkin business. The immaculately manicured wine estate has
come far since 1983, when it began in a barn covered in peeling paint. The barn
till stands, the pretty architectural details of its heavy doors intact, but now they > Greyhound

open onto an airy tasting room, al polished wood and big windows, and a > Luggage/access.

processing room of gleaming stainless steel vats. > Travel agencies
> Getaway Guide

Local airports

> Metro Subway

The North Fork's cool maritime climate has been good to this and other

wineries, whose fruits thrive in the fast-draining soil, beneath asteady sunand > BWI
sheltered on three sides from the harshest weather by bodies of saltwater. > Dulles
> Reagan
As aresult, the industry "has exploded," said Steven Bate, executive director of  Travel destinations
the Long Island Wine Council. > Baltimore
) ) ) > Maryland
People from al over the world are interested in growing grapes here. > Chicago

> Long Island
> Los Angeles
> Orlando

> South Florida

"In the beginning, it was just locals from Long Island,” says Ursula Massoud,
the winemaker's wife. "Now we have people from Japan, Jerusalem."”

The Massouds are hardly natives themselves; she was raised in Germany; her
husband, in Lebanon.

"I'm whites, he'sreds," she explains.

Even South Fork-sounding celebrity types are getting in on the action. Michael Lynne, executive producer of
The Lord of the Ringstrilogy, owns two vineyards; other owners -- such as the former Manhattan
restaurateurs who run the organically oriented Shinn Estate Vineyards -- might also pass muster in the
Hamptons.
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Y et the wineries may save the North Fork from the South Fork's overcrowded fate, locals say. Along with
attracting moneyed tourists, acres of grapevines permanently protect precious open space that in the
Hamptons has been snatched up by devel opers. Even people getting priced out of their neighborhoods seem

to agree: better vineyards than McMansions.
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Copyright © 2006, The Baltimore Sun | Get Sun home delivery

CJ Talk about it B E-mail it & Print it

Top travel headlines

- Take the A-Train

- By boat or by train, etc.
- Beach bummer

- Regional calendar

- Heavenly highway

Top baltimoresun.com headlines

-No cut in U.S. troops in Iraq

- A frightening encounter with police unit
- Elections chief faces city council

- Lethal injection training faulted

- Bush asks Muslims to reject extremism

Most e-mailed in the past 24 hours

1. Next on your grocery list: help from store's dietitian
2. Alife exiled

3. Site bought for skyscraper

4. Former Orioles VP Thrift dies at 77

5. Awoman’'s plea for closure

- More most e-mailed

Next
>>

B4 contact us

http://www.baltimoresun.com/travel/bal-tr.longisland06aug06,1,5031454.story ctrack=1& cset=true (3 of 4)9/20/2006 9:02:33 AM

SPECIAL
SECTIONS

Special sections from The
Baltimore Sun.

Sun Store

THE &8 SUN

Purchase Sun photos,
page reprints and more.



http://www.baltimoresun.com/travel/bal-tr.longisland06aug06,1,5031454.story?page=2&cset=true&ctrack=1
http://www.baltimoresun.com/travel/bal-tr.longisland06aug06,1,5031454.story?page=2&cset=true&ctrack=1
http://www.baltimoresun.com/travel/bal-tr.longisland06aug06,1,5031454.story?page=2&cset=true&ctrack=1
http://www.baltimoresun.com/travel/bal-tr.longisland06aug06,1,5031454.story?page=3&cset=true&ctrack=1
http://www.baltimoresun.com/
http://www.baltimoresun.com/subscribe
http://www.baltimoresun2.com/talk/index.php?
http://www.baltimoresun.com/travel/bal-tr.longisland06aug06,1,757992,email.story
http://www.baltimoresun.com/travel/bal-tr.longisland06aug06,1,425748,print.story
http://www.baltimoresun.com/travel/bal-tr.longisland06aug06,1,3368065,storyfeedback.story
http://www.baltimoresun.com/travel/bal-tr.autotrain17sep17,1,717568.story?coll=bal-artslife-travel
http://www.baltimoresun.com/travel/bal-tr.deals17sep17,1,795549.story?coll=bal-artslife-travel
http://www.baltimoresun.com/travel/bal-tr.smart17sep17,1,6422473.story?coll=bal-artslife-travel
http://www.baltimoresun.com/travel/bal-tr.tripcal17sep17,1,1680963.story?coll=bal-artslife-travel
http://www.baltimoresun.com/travel/bal-tr.highway10sep10,1,374832.story?coll=bal-artslife-travel
http://www.baltimoresun.com/news/nationworld/iraq/bal-te.troops20sep20,0,4992626.story?coll=bal-home-headlines
http://www.baltimoresun.com/news/local/bal-te.md.southeast20sep20,0,1594944.story?coll=bal-home-headlines
http://www.baltimoresun.com/news/elections/bal-md.votes20sep20,0,2617011.story?coll=bal-home-headlines
http://www.baltimoresun.com/news/local/bal-te.md.evans20sep20,0,1793684.story?coll=bal-home-headlines
http://www.baltimoresun.com/news/nationworld/bal-te.un20sep20001524,0,3136568.story?coll=bal-home-headlines
http://www.baltimoresun.com/features/lifestyle/bal-te.to.grocers19sep19,0,5735377.story?track=mostemailedlink
http://www.baltimoresun.com/news/local/bal-te.md.harwood19sep19,0,1410910.story?track=mostemailedlink
http://www.baltimoresun.com/business/bal-bz.tower19sep19,0,5770603.story?track=mostemailedlink
http://www.baltimoresun.com/sports/baseball/bal-thrift0919,0,2597333.story?track=mostemailedlink
http://www.baltimoresun.com/news/local/bal-md.divorce19sep19,0,7361960.story?track=mostemailedlink
http://www.baltimoresun.com/topemailed
http://www.baltimoresun.com/extras/ads/special_sections
http://www.baltimoresun.com/extras/ads/sunstore/
http://www.baltimoresun.com/extras/ads/sunstore/

The other side of Long Island - baltimoresun.com

Contact Us | Place an ad | Home Delivery | Site Map | Print Edition | Services Become a mySun member | Login
pudericksbors Al baltimoresun.com  cownresrs

TIMELESS.

ENTER FOR A CHANCE 0 Wi
. HOME Search::E
. MARYLAND Osite Oweb ==t (CGoogle
. NATION/WORLD
. BUSINESS
. SPORTS
. ARTS/LIFE

. OPINION
MARKETPLACEJOBSCARSREAL ESTATESHOPPING

—ddVvEeTTISEMRSMN[ =———

SPOTSVLYANIA s TAFFQRD FREPERIGVKSBURG

DISCOVER
THESUNKENR0OAD
f' TIMELESS. f :
E 305%5
1 i
Arts/Life > travel
The other side of Long Island We heard you!
Forget the Hamptons. Charming villages and small wineries on the North Fork are capturing
tourists hearts $
By Abigail Tucker g] Talk about t
. B E-mail it SPECIAL OFFER
) B o New York City
Originally published August 6, 2006 pon Pt 2-day round trip!

E Contact us

<<

If You Go Previous m RSS feed

GETTING THERE

Southwest Airlines offers direct flights to Long Island from Baltimore- - Fiies
Washington International Thurgood Marshall Airport. Round-trip airfare to Idlip F'_‘“'_"‘
MacArthur Airport starts at about $140, including taxes and fees. Car rentd is .
available at the airport. Long Island is about a five-hour drive from Baltimore. ﬁ%

GETTING AROUND

The villages of North Fork are strung out along two parallel roads: Route 25
runs along the bay and Route 48 traces the coast of Long Island Sound. From
the airport, follow signsto Interstate 495, the Long Island Expressway. Head
east. Take exit 73. Merge onto Route 58. After the roundabout, it becomes
Route 25, which runs out to Orient Point. Long Beach Bar

Lighthouse

LODGING

The Greenporter // 326 Front St., Greenport. A modern boutique hotel. During
high season (through Sept. 4), rates for a superior queen room range from $159- (2001))
$229 per night depending on the day of the week. There is atwo-night Matt Eyre
minimum through Oct. 29. In the off-season, superior queen room rates range

(Tony Jerome, Newsday

: #
“, A
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from $89-$199. Online specials are available. For reservations, call 631-477-
0066 or visit thegreenporter.com.

DINING Jamesport Country Kitchen // 1601 Main Road, Jamesport; 631-722-
3537.

The Fifth Season // 45 Front St., Greenport; 631-477-8500.

: ; : Critics
Seafood Barge // Point of Egypt Marine, Southold; 631-765-3010. Best Shots photo
The Frisky Oyster // 27 Front St., Greenport; 631-477-4265. gallery have-fourd
> Send us photos from 4
Coronet Luncheonette // Main and Front streets, Greenport; 631-477-9834. your trip g new gbject

VINEYARDS

Pindar Vineyards// Main Road, Route 25, Peconic; 631-734-6200; pindar.net.
Open 11 am.-6 p.m. daily. Tours available at 2 p.m. and 4 p.m. weekends.
Weekday tours at 2 p.m. through this month. Wine tastings are available for $3
per person for atasting of up to six wines. Pindar Wine Storeisat 117 Main St.  newsletter .
(Route 112), Port Jefferson, near the Port Jefferson Ferry. Paumanok Features travel headlines
Vineyards // 1074 Main Road, Route 25, Aquebogue; 631-722-8800; paumanok. 2nd tips, plus photos and

Travel newsletter

Jof de-s__i__re.

Sign up for our
weekly Travel

com. Open 11 am.-6 p.m. daily. :(E)sr?;es on the local travel

Shinn Estate Vineyards // 2000 Oregon Road, Mattituck; 631-804-0367; > Sign up now

shinnestatevineyards.com. Open noon-5 p.m. Friday, Saturday and Sunday.
Walking tour at 3 p.m. Saturdays and 1:30 p.m. Sundays.

Long Island Wine Council // For information and maps of vineyards and
wineries, call 631-369-5887 or visit liwines.com.

SHOPPING
The Velvet Elvis// 110 Front St., Greenport; 631-477-2722.

Preston's Marine Supplies// 102 Main St., Greenport; 631-477-1990.

INFORMATION

For more information, contact the Long Island Convention and Visitors Bureau
at 877-FUN-ONLI or visit discoverlongisland.com. For information on the
villages of the North Fork, visit northfork.com or northfork.org.

[ABIGAIL TUCKER]
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