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Vew York City, Westchester and Long Island reign supreme for Empire State get-togethers

y JEFF HEILMAN

HIS IS A LANDMARK YEAR FOR NEW YORK CITY, ITS ENVIRONS AND THE

ITIRE

Empire State, marking the 400th anniversary of English explorer Henry
Hudson’s discovery of untamed, narrow-tipped Mannahata Island and
his subsequent voyage up the river that today bears his name.

The quadricentennial’s signature celebration is River Day, a legacy
project destined to be a new annual tradition. On June 6, seven historic
tall ships, including a replica of Henry Hudson’s Half Moon, departed New

ark Harbor for 4 week-long voyage

Albany—leading a giant flotilla
ined by successive waves of river
aft up the Hudson River corriclor,

Upon Hudson’s reports of an
wndant beaver population in the
. his Dutch employers established
w Amsierdam on Jower Man
in 1625, infamously purch
and for a song one year later. The
itish renamed the islnd New York
1674, and the rest, as they is
itory.

As Gotham hecame a commercial
wgermut, weakthy industrialists and
s sought retreat, cefuge and
deation away from the demands
the boardroom, Heading east, they
de Long Iskand their Gold Coast;
et of the city, they transformed the
aks of the Hudson River ino the
awling, Gilded Age country esiates
Wesichester County,

Few of these ciudels remain to-
7 but in this anniversary year, New
* Clty. Westchester and Long Ts-
o, ever tue 1o form, are makine

siew from old and rassing their meet-
ings appeal o new heights

New York City
Complementing the ¢
[ 1 year of Big Apple birthdays
additions and makeovers,

As Gothan continues (o broaden
its appeal, NYC & Company, the city's
marketing and tourism agency, has in-
troduced new 1ools to
planners and visitars. Tl
state-of-the-ant information
Mickown on Sevenih Avenue
new webs

adricentenni

and a

an iconic des-
tion for meetings and conven-
tions, and this will be a year of g
value and opportunity for meeting
planner s George Fertitta, CEQ

s
of NYC & Company. "With plans for
outstancd-

a refreshed Javits Center,
ing meeting s
tels cil il il a wealth of creative
venues, all five boroughs are an ar-
reTive choics °

The Jacob K. Javits Convention
Center upgrade now fnally appears
sel, following the recent announce-
ment of 4 $463 million plan 1o add
40,000 new square feet of exhibition
space as pant of a 100,000-square-
foot expansion. The expansion is ex-
pected be completed in 2010, and the
accompanying renovaiion is shated to
be finished in 2013,

Signifying Gotham's continuing
expansion into a true five-borough
destination, the citys 2009 hotel our-
look, with some 39 hotels adding
more than 7,700 rooms to the mix,
includes 12 newdy buill properties in
Brooklyn, Queens and the Brons.

NYC & Company projects a ci
wide hotel inventory of over 900151)
tooms by 2011, including a proposed
1,000-ro0m convention center hotel
across from the Jacels K. Javits G

From Harem 1o the Financial
Disticr, Manbattan's crop of new and
renovated hotels includes the reopen-
ing of The Pierre this June, the Cen-

brand after s muliimillion-dallar up-
arade,

Following its 2008 sofi opening,

the enclosed, concrete-stilted,
330-room Standard in the Meaipack:
ing Disirict is nearing completion,
with its final elements, including a
rooftop deck, poised tw open thiough
the fall,
W boutique entrants include
beca, Six Columbus on
Columlbus Circle and Thompson Low-
er East Side. Future openings, all slt-
ed for mid-2009 1o early 2010 debuts,
include the Hyau Andaz Wall Street,
the Croshy Street Hotel in Soha and
the W Downtown

e of the first skyscraper hotels
o redeline the modern Times Square,
the 46-story, 770-room Crowne Plaza
Times Square is fresh off an $85 mil-
Jion reinvention. Boasting the city's
largest indoor pool, a bustling bar and
dining scene, and spectacular views
from all 144 Concierge Level rooms,
the hotel has 23500 square feet of
meeting space across 23 ooms, the
largest accommodating 700 people.

Aside from hatels, the city's at-
tractions lincup fs improving, and
several standbys are celebrating an
niversaries this year, including
lem landmark the Apallo The:
years), the Metropo
years), the Soloman R, Guggenheim
Museum (50 years) and the worlds
leading peeforming ans complex, Lin-

"




Staten Island Borough

Last November saw the trium-
it return of the refurbished LSS
wpid Sea, Air & Space Museum,
fing several evenl spaces, 1o s
d Street doek on the Hudson,

This summer marks the opening
he hotly anticipated High Lin
storie elevated il westle wans.
sed inte a grand public park span
1 22 blocks on Manhattan's West

The Statue of Liberty, New York's
ature icon, will reopen her crown
year period before
wation work begins. Groups can
hold tented events on the Statue
's grounds, with a visit 10 the
e includedl.

Another New York Harbor icon
Ellis Island Immigration Museum,
ming off 2 §4.3 million upgrade
thirdfloor conference room di-
cally overlooks the famed Great

Hall, the restored Ferry Building's
Custom Room s ideal for privare
meetings, and evening events outside
offer dramatic Manhauan views. Stim-
ulus dollars will reportedly belp fund
an educational conference center on
the island’s southern sicle

At the new 45,000-seat Citi Field
in Queens, the Mets and Aramark
have: launched Metcopolitan Hospital-
ity, a year-round hospitality venture
servicing non-game-day events at Ui
ballpark. Offering more than 60,000
square feet of space for groups of up
10 1,500, this entéertainment destina-
tion also comes with close proximity
to LaGuardia and JFK airports.

Mot to he outdone, the new Yan.
kee Stadium in the Bronx claims 1.3
million square feet of event space.

Soho is home o the new
23,000-square-foot Rock and Roll Hall
of Fame Annex, the museum's first lo-
cation outside Cleveland

On Columbus Circle, the event-
ready Muscum of Arts and Design is
4 stunning makeover of the 1964 Gal-
lery of Modern Art

On the Lower East Side, the New
Museum is an architectural adventure
of asymmetrically stacked boxes. Its
event spaces include the sleck Sky
Room, offering Manhatan panoramas
and space for 200,

Westchester County

Seuled by the Dutch in the 17t cen-
tury and prominent in the Revolution-
ary War, historic Westchester County,
bordered by the Hudson River and
Long Island Sound, is sieeped in lore,
such as the infamous Headless Horse-
man of Sleepy Hollow, New York's
mldul a},‘- crowd built here, 100,

Coniond o paga 18
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‘who fled W-Asmn to start over in the New World. Cocktails are in the

sﬂr«mlmb.fl.

istration Hall, followed by dinner in the Main Hall, where millions of im-
nts once awaited entry inta the New World. Gourmet ‘sthnic foods sre served by
table centarpigces highlight the cultural diversity of the
rants. After dinner, the lights dim and sn
s poem The New Colossus s the band plays America the Beautiful

migrant character reads Emma Lazsrus’

L1 s n dramatie snace AKtAA A7 atnrias ahnus Mistasn Mz kb The

Westchester -
New YorR’s
“Golden Apple”

The Foundation For
Successful Meetings & Events

Westchester Couniy, New Yorks “Golden Apple” is the all-season destination for
your next meeting or event! With aver thiry meeiing facilites locared minutes north
f Mew Vork City, Westehester offers accommadations, Sites and atractions for
mecting necds. Team-building acxivitics Inclue open wheel racing st Mt Kisco's
Gran Prix Sew York and wine making at MYO Wine in Elmsford

Book your mesting or event at the following hotels
and receive these outstanding incentives!

Royal Regency Hotel .
165 Tuckahoe il

i Westchester Marriott
BTG PrAINS Rosd

Tanyrcuam, N 16591

anaes12200

Marnoft,

WESTCHESTER

v 54 cu
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1 camg per 35 raems




MEET ON BROADWAY

[yet still meet spending limits]

SAVE $5,000
Take advantage of an FROM YOUR
unprecedented $5,000 rebate  MASTER BILL

offer for meeting planners.

Enjoy the comforts of four-star sei
from our just-completed $85-million renewal, yet
respect mandated spending limits. 23,500 square feet
of flexible meeting space. New York Sports Club
fitness facility. A Crowne Meeting Director as your
dedicated point person. Times Square, city skyline
or Hudson River views from every guest raom.

attractions and
we are truly 'New York's Golden
Apple.”

Weestchester's
center <
Learning Center in Armonk;
374-room Doral Arrowwood Confer-
set on 114 rolling acres

wood
the ne

erse hotel portfolio ranges
. ric 31-roor
~ Ison, dating 1o 1897,
ac,._oa_ 146-room Ritz-Carlton,
d last year |
op options
hester and Dou-

es in Westchester
County s of. r:i: est,
Kyku

loween

acre Jakefront
g




SAVE $5,000
Take advantage of an FROM YOUR
unprecedented $5,000 rebate  \MASTER BILL*

offer for meeting planners.

Enjoy the comforts of four-star service and ambience
from our just-completed $85-million renewal, yet
respect mandated spending limits. 23,500 square feet
of flexible meeting space. New York Sports Club
ness facility. A Crowne Meeting Director as your
dedicated point person. Times Square, city skyline
or Hudson River views from every guest room.

2-Hour RFP Response Guarantee.
Call for a tour, 212-315-6105,

- CROWNE PLAZA

TIMES SQUARE
MANHATTAN

THE PLACE TOQ MEET.

1605 Broadway | New York, NY 10019
212-977-4000
Manhattan CrownePloza.com

Sterin e applas S e g v cotzaod i gt tom s 50500 o s by
=, 3. 2000,

Westchester, unveiled last year in
White Plains. Other wp options in-
clude Marrion Westchester and Dou-
bletree Hotel Tacrytown,

Papular activities in Westchester
nclude tours of Lyndhurst,
nd other mansions. Hal-
loween is a great time ta visit, with
pumpkin blazes and headless horse-
man rides.

Dating 1o 1680, Philpse Manor
Hall in Yonkers is a stellar group
choice, as is the Hudson River Mu-
seum, with its famed planetarium. On
the resurgent Yonkers waterfront, an
exciting new venue is 320 Xaviars on
the Hudson, Occupying the Hudson
River's sole surviving Victorian pier
this spacious eatery can accommo-
date events for up to 350 people.

In Ardsley, the newly apened Life,
with catering from Abigail Kirsch,
sleek, futuristic events and enterain-
ment venue accommodating up 1o
1,000 people.

Long Island

Stretching away from the city, Long Is-
land heads verdantdy eastward, even-
wally forking at Rivérhead, The South
Fork leads to the fabled Hamptons
and Montauk Point, home 10 some of
the world's finest beaches; the North
Fork opens into a bucolic expanse
of farms and wineries. 1t's litle won-
der that families like the Vanderbilts
and the Roosevelrs made Long, Island
their sunmertime playground, gilding
in particul

1 Nassau Counry’s North
Shore in the late 19th and early 20th
centuries into a Gold Codst of opulent
estates.

That same retreat formula works

“with a great diversity of venues

D G Uit i Ui LS. A TRILUTL
favorite for weddings and film shoots,
this 32-room, Frenchestyle chateau
looks airlifted from Versailles and is
ideal for executive retreats.

The Ziegfield Follies once sum-
mered at the famed Montauk Yacht
Club. Celebrating its 80th hday
this year, the newly renovated, 35-
acre lakefront enclave offers 107
guest rooms—almost half of which
face the water—plus 23 rooms in
five private villas and 10 indoor and
cutdoor spaces, including the Great
Lawn, with roem for up to 1,000 at
tenied events.

Other meetings properties include
the 338-r0om Hyatl Regency long Is-
land; the 369-room Melville Marriott;
and the 600-room Long Island Mar-
riont Hotel and Conference Center,
which is adjacent to the 18,000-sear,
exhibition-ready Nassau Veterans Me-
morial Coliseum,

The gria Hotel & Spa will
open in Long Beach this summer with
112 guest rooms and 31 suites, along
with meeting space.

For off-site events or excursions,
top choices include Adantis Marine
World in Riverhead; Cradle of Avia-
tion Museum in Garden City; Deep
Hallow Ranch in Montuk, which
was founded in 1658 and is Americ:
oldest ranch; and the Suffolk County
Vanderbilt Museum in  Centerport.
Plapners can also wilize wineries
such as Martha Clara and Duck Walk
North, as well as restored mansions
such as Old Westbury Gardens.
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