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ighteen years ago, the National Sports
Cenrer [NhC) 25 minutes north of

ek, healehy cur
was the perfect plac to prow youth soc-
cer fclds. \

Since then, the former furm has

plex in the wasld, a claim that Barclay 8
Kruse, the NSC chief contmunlcation:
A manager, s 0o problem making, T
— Pve m:vwium any-

éﬂhmmd in putting cities
ama Eprlr:l'!

For example, the NSC, which bullta
reputation through soccer, has found

at s turf works well for niche markets
sc spors and lacrosse
osting the Bingham Cup
in 2010, which is the world g1y rughy

Sports Ci g
mmmmtmllmﬂ,u-n

its rn;p air and conl nights,
ngruent time to go w the
beach, bur for those in the mecting busi-
|, Mass., can make scnse
well as a fiscal stand-

destination in
a5 i the
suminer,” said Pat Lloyd, vice president
of sales far the Cape Cod Chamber of
Commerce.
“That could cxphin why Lloyds

ol Blaing, Minn, buift (ts reputation on youth seccer competitions,

com

draw fall meetings

phone was ringing in mid-February with
inquirics from meeting planners from
Missauri, New Hampshire and
Washington, D.C., 1o name a few.

At northern beach destinarions, nanu-
ral bauty renuaing as summer crowds.
evaporate and the threat of hnrm:me:
diminishes, For example, Traverse
Mich., is at its most brilliant in the ﬁll

See Falling, page 12

By A Coreal, courry N
Inctuding the 5

championships,” siid Kruse.
Ata time when meeting business has
dedlined, sports comperitions sream
alon,
“From the sports end, we continue 1o
increase ata 13 percent clip.” said

Richard Sanders, vice
marketing for the Py
B.

SOUTH PADRE ISLAND, Texas —
Mecting business is gereing back 1 nor.
mal on South Padre Island, where in late
July Hurricane Dolly defivered a knock-
‘out punch at the height of wurist sea-
son.

Dolly's blow to South Padre was over-
shadowed by the damage Hurricane [ke
wrought Scpe. 13 on Galveston, six to

L0505 XY Wiy

South Padre Istand bounces hack from Dolly’s damage

seven hours north of Padre Tsland.

“There's no question that the
Galveston aress damage overall was
much worse than ours,” said Dan
Quands, exceutlve dirceror of the South
Pudre Island Convention and Visitors
Bureau. “But in tetms of mecting and
hotl . 1 think we got hit much
warse.

Lang Islamls
many faces

% d

The SPI Convention Centre, within
sight of the gulf, was scriously damaged
by the starm. It was closcd for repairs
feom bace July unil early Octaber, and
although all interio repaits have been
completed, crews continue to work on
its roaf, according to

See Millions, page 2

miraculous return with added
features. See page 30.
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herher you want to b
elbons with old money, leave

fooprints in the sand or
breathe in the excitement of

of the cost, Long Isdand is 2
versatile destination for mectings.
Well served by boats and airports, jir-
neys and North Americas busiest com-
mmuter eailroad, Long Isand resembles o
lobster with Braoklyn as its tail and two
claws (called forks) that strerch roward
Cape Cod. It is 120 miles long and 20
miles across at its widest point.

Long Isand has many faces. It can be
“beachy” or busding or breathuaking, [c
has 1,180 miles of shoreline, imposing
bluffs and lush vineyards, Edgy New
York style coexists with s st id
fishing villages.

meeting and hanquet venues
offer 1.5 million square fee of space,
and diversions from swimming with
sharks and dining alongside an Apollo
Lunar Module to clegant breakfasts in
the island’s most exclusive town.

Sbips, whales anl sbaps

Every hour, afﬂ sets out across
Lang Tsland Sound from Bridgepors,
Conn. It cies up in Pore Jefferson, 2
delightful, walkable town of 7,500 on
Long Island's north shore.

Once known for shipbuilding and
whaling, Pors Jeflerson is now known
for its shops, restaurants and 10 beauti-
fully restored old buildings called
Danfords Hotel and Marina, Danfords
has 12,000 square Feet of meeting space
and 86 guest roons, 10 with wood-
burning fircplaces.

Last year, the owners completed an
$8 million renevation that wrned the
hotel, same of whose buildings once
housed an ice cream shop and a baxing
emporium, into  sophisticated boutique
ol with acsaeen elvisons, Pod.
docks and rain showers,

*It used t be shippy:" said Therese
Coppolo, director of salcs. *We guteed
everything to the studs and spent

$50,000 on each room.”

Each room is different, tuning the
quirks and angles of the ald buildings
inta inceresting assers.

One of the meeting rooms is a high-
ceilinged upstairs lofe where sails were
once made. Another, called Harbor
View, scats 50 people beside windows
that avedlook boats bobbing in the
horel’s 75-slip marina.

Wihile Pore Jeffeeson was known for
shiips and whales, ather parts of Lang
Ishand are remembered for opulence.

Take the Goled Conse

Along the narth share, on the fringes
of New York City, Long Island's Gl
Coast is where the rich and famous of
the Gilded Age buile fabulous mansions
in the early 1900s. The Woolwarths, the
Vandedbilts, the Astors and the Tricksall

Island's.
llu-mnuunw-mcmmmmamm

Course ol Coie

summered there.

Erencually, mase of those mansions
became money pits; their towers a
turrers crumbled or fell t wrocking balls
as developers reworked the valuable
land.

One of the survivors is the Glen Cove
Mansion Horel and Confesence Center,
once the summer honie of Standard
Ol's John Pract

 Imposing on 55 aces, the brick

mellow wood and majestic outdoor
5

Forty minutes from Manhartan and
New York's airports, it has 187 guest
rooms and is best suited for groups of
150 w0 180,

Glen Cove apened in 1965 a5 the
first International Associacion of
Conference Centers {IACC) conference
center in the Unired States. Recent reno-
ations helped earn it Sucecssfil Mecrings
magazings Pinnacle Award in 2008, as
well as Carporate o Inceutive Tetvel g
azine’s Award of Excellence, There are
25,000 square feet of meeting space in
28 meeting rooms.

“The most fabalous mansion along the

Gold Coxst in Huntingeon, IN.Y., is
Oheka Castle, built in 1919 arop an
hill 5o it would accupy the
cst point on Lang Isdand, It was

g,
scenes of the 1941 film classic Crizen

e,
Buile by financier and philanchropist

Istand sarf o make & polnt — lobster bakes are

Coury G o
thelr speciaity.

Ouo Herman Kahn, it is the second-
largest residence ever built in the United
States, with 127 roams. Only the
Bilimore Essate in Asheville, N.C., bests
that with 250 rooms.

Oheka Castle was rescued from ruin
in 1984 by developer Gary Melius, who
spent $30 million to restore it. Now ane
of the Small Luxury Hotels of the
Waorld, it would be an inspiring setting

for an cxecutive retrear with 32 guest
raoms, 23 acres of formal gardens and
space for evenes for up s 400 people,

Ourt eatit.

"Out cast,” ar the other end of Lang
eland, the elegance is understated. From
Westhampton t the Moncauk Point
Lighthousc on the tip of the ishands
south fork, or claw, the area is known
for expensive homes, husurious yachts
and beaches that vie with Florida and
Hawaii for inclusion on Dr. Beachs top

The B0-year-old Montauk Vacht Club
Resore and Marina will reopen nex
month aficr completing the second
phase of a muldmillion-dollsr renova.
ion of its meeting Facilitics and guest
rooms. The sprawling faciliry on 32
acres has a new bluc nautical theme and
fu

ngs.
Its 10,000 square feee of meeting
space includes a ballraom, breakout
rooms and a patio that averlooks  mari-
na for 232 boats. Among the 107 guest
vooms are 23 silla contiges, and  arge
Iawn can be tented for corporate events.

Long Isiand has many fages. Il can be
“Deachy” or busting or breathitaking.
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Carl Fisher, the entreprencur wh
the 19205 wraed a sparsely populated
barsier istand off Miami into Miami
Beach, built th original club in 1929.

Fisher sce out to duplicate that feat on
Long Iskand, but che Great Depression
putan end to his dream. Before Fisher
lost everything, the membership roster in
his Montauk Yache Club included .1
Morgan, Nelson Doubledsy, Edsel Tord
and Vincene Astor

Around the point on mc southern
side of the island. family-run Gurneys
R 1 Mo i 4 e
st beginning, For 82 years, it has been
Long Islands only accanfron resort,
with 109 accommodations thar include a
mix of raoms and cotrages. Half of the
rooms overlook the ocean, as docs the
fitness conter,

Eight rooms provide 10,000 square
fect af meering space. Even irs beach has
witeless Inteenet access.

Food and fitness are fashionable there,
including a corporute health program
and hearhed oy mle
ney's is famous for its Thalasso
o e Ingrid Lemme, direcor of
‘marketing, It emphasizes the benefits of
seawarer. The pool Is filled from the sca,
chen heated to 84 degrees.

In season, these are e classes and
ot bakes 58 MG EAet, Toed vl
ties range from building caseles in the
sand to fishing and nacre hikes, Year-

round you can warm up in the sauna
and then plunge into the occan, just for
the health of .

West of Mantauk, two hours from
Manhattan and a shore shutde ride to
what Dr. Beach calls the fourch-best
beach in the country, the Southampron
Inn can hast mectings for up 1o 90 peo-
ple in its five meeting rooms and 2,300-
square-foot ballroom.

A quick fook at Long Island

Long Istand Comvention and Visitors Getting there: New York's twa major

Bureau and Sports Commission igorts — Jonn . Kennedy Infemational and
330 Motor Parkway, Sulte 203 LaGuardia — serve Long stand, as does

‘Hauppauge, NY 11788 ‘smaer acAsthar Alipor n the center of the
(877) 388-6658 istand. The Long isiand Reiroad connects
many i New York,an the

‘Hamplon Jiney provides daly servicn

Whal's new: The 150:00m Alsgria  bahueen Manhalian and easten Long Isond
Istand

hotelwest of the Hamgltons, s scheduled o and Connecticut, one between Port Jelfarson

opan this £pring n Long Boach, It will have &
200-sat ballioom and a spa. The Long Island
Masriolt the Hyalt Regency Wind Walch and

' the Danfords Holel and Marina have complet-

d major rencvalions. The East Wind lnn
cpensd 2 spa last fall The Scuthamplon Innis
ballroom was redane in 2006, Bethpage State
Parks Black Caurse golf cowrsa wil hast tha
5. Open Champlonship in Juna, It is one of
60 public goll courses an the isiand and one
of two municipal courses ever to host this
toumament, Coopers Beach in Souhamplon
‘and Main Beach in East Hamplon made Dr.
‘Benchs it af the Top 10 Beaches for 2008,

Rooms: Leng Island has more than
17,000 guest roms in 368 propertes that
rang fom luary holals.t country inns and
bed-and-breaklasts. Some arn saasonal; ough-
Iy haf ae available year-round. There are 150
ites for meefings and social galberings,

and Bridgepor, Conn., and tha lher between
Qrient Point and New Loadon, Con, Garden
City, L, s wo and a hall hours rom
Phiadaighia, four heurs o Baston and five
hours rom Washington.

Caursey Ganden City Hovel
mm“mmhﬁm

Get together on our Island, and you'll
never be far from sport-fishing, water-
front restaurants and the fun capital of

the world, New York City. But don’t worry, Long lIsland’s
not all play and no work. We can hook you up with both
traditicnal and unforgettable meeting spaces for 20 to

1,000 - andi all the services
B ot the most sophisticated -
cities, With three sirports, |
M= he nation’s largest

commuter railroad and ferry services to the mainland,
its easy to get here, too. But not always sc easy to
leave. Learn mare at 1-877-386-6654, ext. 308, or at
discoverlongisland.com/meetings.

CONVENTION & WISITORS BUREAU
AND SPORTS COMMISSION

® www.discovarlongisland.com
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is within walking

distance of Soushampton’s
fashianable shaps and restau-
rants, After meetings, there’s

If, fshing, tennis and sailing, |

Cindy Smith, president of
Image Quesr, recently orga-
nired o Mergers and

jons Summit using the

inn's facilities.

“With several billionaires in
the zud.lcn:c.n
h s canference,” she

Conriay Atkntn Murne Wl
dramatically differ-

said. fh:mnssmﬁw:unmb Event venues are.

nable and casys and cheir
answer was always yes.”

The 90 guese rooms have
new bathrooms, beds and car-
pets. A charming courtyard, used for
dining and events, recalls 2 natrow
Enropean strees.

any incernational travelers seay
there, said Tany Cotignola, sales direc-
tor. They take advantage of the favorable
exchange rate ar the 200-score
Oueler Ceneer 20 minutes awsy.

Vines, charks s stikingly different

Ancarby alcernative 10 shopping is
“Tascany, or 5o i seens,

Long Istand now has a chriving wine
industry with 30 vincyards in former
porato fields. Mese, bue no all, are an
the rural noreh fork.

The $5-acre Wolffer Estate Vineyard

" vents take off at aviation musem

M 752 am.on May 20, 1827, aviator Chasles
it d U his 2 o

nt at Atiantis Marine World, from
the Whala Room, above, to outiosr
Wnmers ry & kol pond, Fight.

in Sagaponack, N.
is perfect for 3 wine

asting and dinner for

up to 175, or for a

small meeting in the

vineyand’s quaine ter-

ra-cotca-tled room

with french doors

that open to the prapes.

Wolffer Estate Vineyard produces
15,000 cases of wine a year, It's also
hmm 10 ower Ch

mping horses and an annul

Atlantis Marine World, Long L(I:mds

aquarium, opencd in 2001 in Riverhead.
Ieis avilable for mestings of cvents for

 Agroup of 30, kor axample, ould et or

Tha staries of
Linchergh and oter lg-

L Lunar Landing Modie,
ook offfroen Long Islands Roosevelt Fieid. designed by Long lskands one-tima avialion
2 o o
v, y lcircal  Areral, Comp).
wires as his liny plane, kiaded wih 451 poundsof  The landing modula’s fo shlds glow
Tus, otiad o the air. orange end yellow in
Thity-tree hours and gl small dim room thal repii
30 minutes later, he landad ates Tranquiky Bass,
the Spirt of 51 Louis at La where Neil Amstrong
Bourget Airport in Paris 1ok "one small slep for
Daring and determingtion man, ane giant leap for
had won him he §25,000 mankind" onlo the moan.
Orlaig Prize and a place i Anoher Grumman
history as tha firsl person landing moduls bacame &
to By 50lo across the “lfbeat in space” for im
Atantic Ocesn. Loweland ciher Apollo 13

Courtey Crndle of Ariaion Muew 2STON34US 2l an 0y

i heir

ends of mdation history are #tri,
iy planted in the at

| plains of Long fsland, whera the aicralt indus-
| try rem to b the istand's largest employer for
| much of the 20th contury.

| Siresaf  ingenity in

71970,
“fvas a classic case
of cisls managemeni. Lovel sa recarty.
“Linder nfensa pressive, feammwcrk by
Grumman enginears and Houston misson con-
oo

stian Walffer's cham-

Conny
up t0 600, You can take minicruiscs o
an island, snarkel in 2 pond with fish
from all aver the warld ar swim with the
shatks.

Geico, the country’s third-Jargest pri-
vate passenger auco insurer, recently orga-
nited a Family fun day thete for employ-
ees in its Long Island segional office.

rt of the day's activitics, viee
president John Pham and an associare,
whase name was drawn fram 2 har,
donned wet suits and diving gear. Down
they weat in 4 cage into 4 tank with 10

who had noticed a light bulb out en her
way it work that morning, *I taok my
coat off and went back to change i, and
it had already been fied. [t a cultursl
ching here.”

East Hampton, with its beauciful old
homes and swan lake, is the mosc exclu-
sive community in the Hamprans, The
Mill House Inn, one of the island’s small-
ese hotcls, would be 3 stunning scrcing
for a small high-end retrea,

Zagat named che Mill House I o
“One of the 50 Top Small Hotels
in the U.S.” in 2007 and 2008. It has 10
rooms,

“Their biggest asser,” Harper’s Razaar
sid in July 2008, has to be the break-
fast, 2 veritable feast with cverything
from crayfish to cggnog French toast or
fresh morzarela pirza

g Islands many attrac-
tions, praximity ta New York is ane of
the strongest. The ity is 5o elose that
o of it five boraughs — Brooklyn
and Queens — arc on Long [shnd.

From the Allcgria, 2 new hotel st to
open this spring on Long Beach, you can
see the ocean and the New York skyline.

But Lon Island hotels cost less and
cax less, and parking is free.

“Easily, Long lsland horels are half the
price of what you'd pay in Manhatan,”
said Michael Bonawandr, dirccror of sales
and marketing for the Hyat Regency
Wind Wasch.

Smack in the middle of Long lsland.
the Hyatt siv acop the Islandss second-

circling sharks while cveryone
weatched, ransfised.
veryone enjoyed them

selves,” sid Carol Hodkin,
Geico human resoutees manag-
et who helped organize the
cvent. “Joh said the shark dive
was really cool.”

A strikingly differen
place for an alter-meeting
together is 300 Lang lslund. n
addition to its 49 public bowl-
ing; lans, it has a private
Toun bar, carered food.
and nine private lanes

The big and the small
“The largest meeting faciliry
on Long Islund is the Tnn and
Spaat East Wind in Wading
River. On 25 acres, it has

73,000 square feet of meeting
and banquer space and a
10,000-square-foor spa chat
opencd in 2007. Irs well-

 asiation through twe word wars, the Graat
Degression and the Space Age will inspire ail
wiho visit Long Island's Crade of Aviation

Museum, which sits in the midst of what was

| onca tha geagraphically natural aiield fnow

| mostly paved parking lots}, not far from

| Roosavalt Field (now a shapping mall).

The mussum is an uptling cholce far meet-
| ings and recaptions. In addilon o its soaring
um.m labby, its gallees are available for

of gotus homa salaly”

The museur ¢an arranga dinaers for B0
and receptians and events for up 10 2,000,
has & boarsroom and several smell meeting
tooms, as well &5 an IMAX thealsr.

Scma of he museurrs exhibits ara nter-
active. Imaging what it was fia o Lake offIn @
smal pane on a dark marming In May —

akone. Or fo land on the moan.
(516) 572-4111
i cra tion.org

equipped can hos
events for 2 to 2,000 people. Thar's the

The bad news is char there are only 50
guest rooms. It was built for weddings,
receprions and events,

Quwner Ken Barra emplays bis own
Landscapers and carpenters, and the

uildings and grounds are impeccable.

“The saalf here notices everything and
takes care of it at once,” said Caryn
DeViva, the corporate sales manager,

setting that is leay and resortlike,
the hotel has 358 rooms, 17,000 square
feet of mecting space. 2 golf course, a
driving range and a bascball diamond,
“The Hyare's chef docs ourdoor clam-
bakes and picnics, 3s well as fine dining.
The Ritness center has global positioning
system units preprogrammed with run-
ningfuralking routes of varying distances.
And 1 3,000 squarc-foat tent has hear,
air conditioning and a erystal chandelier
“The Hyae is also well connected,



