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WINE AND WAVES: YOUWR GETAWRY AWRITS YO

NY'S GREAT ESCAPES

Burned out from all the Pride fun? New York's Hudson River Valley and the East End of Long Island
have become legendary as a gay-friendly refuge for artists, wine aficionados and urban dwellers
craving an escape; and Cherry Grove has been our favorite homo-hangout since the 1930s.

So, slip on the flip-flops, dust off the cooler and hit the road with GO NYC as your guide!

Hudson River Vallay

Funning alongside the west bank of the Hudson
Eiver, a mare 90 miles north of Manhattan, Mew
York's Ulster County and Catskills region has been
a oonsistent favorite among city-folk seeking nature
without sacrificing culture. A& world of artist
colonies, enviconmental preserves and world-class
dining awaits —not to mention some of the state's
most cutstanding vineyards.

Spend a carefrec day winding through  the
Shavangunk Wine Trail, named after the mountam
range that provides the picduresque landscapes of the
area. The network of 1 famib-owned winemnes scat-
tered across the Hudson Valley follow the fine wina-
miaking tradition of the area’s aarky French Hugueanaot
sattlers. Make sure to stop at tha 70-acre Whitecliff in
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Gardinar, featuring & testing room facing the
Shawangunk mountains, For details on individual
weineries, info about special cvents [such as the June
17 and July 29 Food & Wine Festivals) and a map of
the tral, refer 1o shawangunbwinetral.com,

Aftar a lovely summer day meandering through
grape fields, catch a local thaatre production or rock
out at the many live music venues in the creative
capital of Llster County=legendary Woodstock,
The Maverick Concert Hall {Maverick Rd © Rt 375,
B46-678-B217, mavenckooncerts, org) presents clas-
sical, jazz and specal svenls Trom June through
Sapamber in thelr mustic music chapel, which is on
the Mational Register of Histonc Flacas.

The naarby Wesdstock Playhouse {Rtes 212 & 375,
BA5-GT9-4101, woodstockplayhouse. orgl, the oldest

continually cparating summer stock theatre in tha
state, is ancther favorite arts destination, See the
wezhgite for their remarkabby waried lineup,

Belleayre Mountain has devised a summer use lor
their defrosted slopes with the Belleayrs Summer
Concert Seres |balisayremusiccom). Theirr 2006
seasen features Roseanne Cash, lsaac Hayes and
the Alvin Ailey Dance Theater, A complate summer
schadule is provided on their website

For wwormen seeking 1o unleash thesr primal urges,
the @th Annual Catskill Mountein Womyn's World
Drim and Percussdon Happen'n (June 29-July 2,
drumcentral.natl is the place to be.The Happen'n is
an extended weekend of multicultural cormmunity,
drum workshops, technique demonstrations and
performances in many traditional styles, Host
wvenae, the Full Moon Resort (Valley View Road, Big
Inchian, 845-264-6T17, fullmoanceniral com) s a 100-
acre gite that includes a Mew American-fare cale,
outdosr  concert tent, roadhouse-astyle music
wanua, campfire jam sessions and versatile accom-
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outdoor concert tent, roadhouse-style music
wanue, campfire jam sessions and versatile accom-
maodations from BRB-style coltagas to campsites.

Make The Rexbury (2258 County Hwy 41, Roxbury,
G07-326-7200, theraxburymaotel.com) your roost for
a rural retreal with all the city-shicker amenities, Tha
relroerenovated motor lodge i bursting with charm
and unexpected extras lincluding OSL, gourmet
breakfast and customized packages). Mention GO
WYE for a 10% discount off your stey. Also, ba sura
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to stog bn for 8 nightcap across the river at the sleak
“family"-friendly Public Lounge (2318 County Hwy
A1, 6O0T-326-4026, publicloungs. nat).

Grab a quick bite at local favorite, the Qunrter
Moon Cafe (B2 Main Street, Dedhe, 607-746-8838,
uarisrmeonncale.coml, or Tor & more entartaining
evening, dine at Colony Calé (22 Rock City Rd,
Wioodstock, B45-679-8639, colonycafecom), with
live bluegrass, spoken word or nightly DJs. For a
romantic might, treat your lady to dinnar at
Peekamoose Restaurant B Tap Room {At 28, Big
Indian, 845-254-8373, prekamooserestaurant.coml,
with a tasting menu that is purported to have
aphrodisiao properiies. Bon Aopent]

For more nfo: olslefounhsmainfo, woodstockehain-
barcom, calskilpuida.com, hvnelns

Long Island’s East End

MNORTH FORK

The Morth Fork region of Eastern Long Island is a
pastoral wonderland, more laid-back than ils coun-
terpar, the Sowth Fork Iwhich includes the hap-
penin’ Hamptonsh Becently, the Morth Fork has
hacome increasingly popular with LGBT urbanites
saaking a slowerpacad getaway. Hare, the East End
Gay Organization {631-324-3699, eego.org) and the
Morth Fork Women Fer Women Fund {nfafad om)
sponsor variows ovents throughowt the summar
and all year round, Don't miss NPAFWF's benelit on
June 10, with performances by Vickie Shaow and
Suede. Check thair websites for more info.

The main reason to visit the araa is the Morth Fork

Cutchogue winemakers proclaim their town is the
sunniast in Mew York State. There vou will find at
least nine winernas, all known for light Chardonnay
and well-balanced Merot, among others, Bedell is
a recommaended stop not only for the premier qual-
y wanes, bul alse for their state-of-the-an Tacility
mcluding & tasting raom art gallery showing con-
temporary works by Cindy Sherman, Sam Taylor
Wood and Uta Barth.

The trail concludes at Tamhaven Cellars in the sea-
sida town of Greenport. Steadily growing in popu-
larity among gay  vacafion-home owners,
Greenport is the charming highlight of the Morth
Fork and is easily scoessible by Terry or bus, Plan
fowr dimner al one ol the delicious resladrants
including The Fifth Season {45 Front 5t, 631-477-
85001, a Slow Food concept eatery (local, fresh-
picked ingredients); or The Frasky Oyster (27 Front
St, EN-ATT-4265, thefriskpoyatercom), a waleom-
img Mew Amaerican bistro with a seasonal menu and
legendary key lime pic.., Save room!

Gresnport also has a variety of comly places to
stay. Check into gay-ownead Stiding House (104 Bay
Aoga, BIT-477-0654, thestirfinghousecom), an 1880
Victorian B&RE that offers dramatic harbor views
from evary room and & wraparound porch, GO NYC
readers get a 10% discount. Be sure to ask about
thair Wine Camp, a hands-on tour into the warld of
wine. The retreemodern Greenporter Hotel & Spa
(326 Front 51, 631-477-0068, fhegresnportercom)
offers luxurious in-room spa treatments and over
45 wines by the glass in thelr French Bistro. Befora
leawing town, take a nostalgic spin on the beauti-
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the SAGE Hamptons Event |July 15, 212-741-0375,
sageuss. ongl; the Hamptons Bike Ride for LGBT
Immigration Equality (Sept 16, 212-714-2504,
immigrationequality.orgl; an aftermoon reception
for Lambdn Legal in the Hamptons (Auweg & 2712
BO9-BE85, lambdalegal orgl; and the Empire State
Pride Agenda 14th Annual Hamptons Tes Dance
(July B, 212-627-0306, pridesgenda.org), baing
held on the amazing grounds of The Ark Project
(30 Billztene R, Bridgehamptan,
thearkproject.com), the Hamptons' 100-acre nature
presenve, sculpture park and art canter.

Sawvee some energy for the picce-de-résistance of the
parly season: Dancing On The Beach 6 (41 Two Mile
Haolkow Rd, East Hampton, lix: gaycenlsnargl, on
Saturday July 22, a banafit for the LGBT Commiunity
Canter in MNYC. Hostz: Kim Cattrall and Terremce
MaoMally wall join hendreds of revalers swaying to
tha beats of rencwned O Susan Morabito, Lest
years ovent drewe 950 guests and raised ower
200,000 to suppont The Center’s vital programs,
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Coaimesy Badell Winiery; Kals Daly

The main reason to visit the area is the North Fork
Wine Trail {fines.com), During the past 30 years,
Long Island's wine industry has grown to 3,000
acres of sprawling vines and over 30 wineries pro-
ducing world-class vintages. I you happen to be
visiting the weekend of June 17, be sure (o stop by
the Mattituck Strawbemy Festival |mantitucklion-
zolub arg/StrawtarryFostival itmll, an old-fash-
ienad country fair celabrating all things strawhbsmy.

45 wines by the glass in thelr French Bistro. Befora
leaving town, take a nostalgic spin on the beauti-
fully restorad 1920 Greenport Carousel {in Mitcheall
Park, Front 5t, werkends onlyl

THE HAMPTOMNS

For an ulira-chie, action-packed holiday, the
Hamptons are where you want to be for some par-
tying with & causa This seazon s loaded with
fundraisars for our favorite LGET causas, including

CATCH 5OME RAYS OMN FIRE ISLAND
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COOL OFF ATTHE ICE PALACE ON LESBIAN-FRIENDLY FIRE ISLAND

Adter all that excitament, you'll need a real comfy place to crash. The East
Hampton Village B&B {172 Newion Lo, Esst Hamplon, 831-324-1888, eaathamp-
tonvilagebandb.com) is a friendly turn-of-the-century Victorian with inviting gar-
dan grounds and antigue-filled rooms. Plus, it's located within walking distance
to restaurants, bowtiques, bicycle rentals and the beach, For more pizzazz, check
out the hotels of Hempton Resorts and Hospitality Growp {Achresorts.comi; the
Atlantic, Bentley and Capr, all in Southampton. Guests are pamperad with fine
Ewropsean linens, Sveda bath amenities and in-room spa reatments,

Score your morning-afier hangover helpers at John Papa's Café (18 Park P,
East Hampton, 631-324-5400}, offering an extensive breakfast menu all day
and prowviding robust coffes. The Hamptons' LGBT set gives Babette's (66
Mewton Lo, East Hampton, 631-329-53771 high marks, This funky café serves
haalthy international fare with an imaginative twist. For a front-row seat of the
breathtaking sunset, splurge for dinnar at Enst Hompton Point (295 Thres Mile
Harbor Rd, 831-328-2800, sasthampionpoinloam),

For maore info: hampionsvisiorscouncilesm, funonfioom, longisfandiodping com,
savarfongiland com, nodbifork.org

Fira Island

I# imiet ben®t Afficialbe oeemmer ongl won hit the beach at Chereoe Srosee s meen
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Iittle: leshian paradise on Fire sland. Only 50 miles east of MNYC, the petite
izland is the perfect nearby getaway whether you're seaking a quiet peaceiul
day a1 the beach or non-stop revelry. Cherry Grove affers plenty to see and do
for wisitors of all interests: surfing, swimming, boating, hiking, shopping,
dancing, dining and of course fliming.

The natural beauty and wildlife on Fire Island are some of the most intarasting
in Mew York State, incleding a sunken forest and rare species of birds. The
island is also famous for another kind of wildlife, found at the popular clubs:
Cherry's |E31-B8T-BEX], gaymitelile com) especially on women's mght, “Cherrg-
gurl,” every odber Saturday; and al the labulows house of cabaret and cocktal,
leshian-operated Tides (631-580-3744, raeschempgrova.com) which draws a
diverse crowd nightly and a Saturday BBG popular with the ladies. For the best
unintarrupted sunset view right on the bay, apthy-named Sunsets [G31-557-
BE63, gaynitelife.com) presants amazing drag shows, comady and evants.

Watch the Pride fireworks {June 24) or make some of your own at the ke
Palace, located inside the Grove Hotel (631-587-6600, GroveHolelcom), Fire
|Island’s largest hotel. i1 you'd rather splurge on cocklails than a fancy room,
Helly House (631-597-6911}) is a good no-frills place to erash on a budger

Cherry Grove dining options range from quick ‘n casual to af freseo elegant. The
hast fast bites are at Chemry Grove Pizze, Burger Quesn and Floyd's for break-
fast or gourmet sammies, Upscale Top of the Bay {831-557-66591 and The Island
Mermaid (in nearby Ocean Beach, 631-582-8088, islandmermaid.coml hoth

have menus almost as stunning as their ooean visws, B

For maone info: Chery Growe.com, A ThaGrowve Tivns corn, Frrelslband Ofaws. cam

Eabe Coty
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