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By Bugky Ferrare

“Wine cheers the sad, revives the old,
nspires the young, makes wedriness [orget

bis wil.” — Lord Byron

wonder New Yorl’s wineries and

vineyards are popular with
groups, who find a glass of Ricsling or a
carafe of chardonnay makes meetings
more fun.

Finger Lakes

The largest of the Empire State’s nine
wine-growing regions is the Finger
Lakes, an upsrare landscape of rolling
hills and pristine blue lakes punctuated
by some 100 winerics. Known lor its
Riesling, the Finger Lakes is also the sec-
ond-largest wine-producing area, after
Napa Valley, in the United States.

“Most of our wineries affer year-
round wine tastings, and some offer
tours ol the vineyards and production
facilities,” said Danielle Roman, direcror
of sales and marketing, Steuben Counry
Conference and Visitors Bureau,
Corning. “Although rhey can bring
wines w the group, I always cncourage
meeting plauners to include a visit w a

WIrh all these areributes, ir's no

winery for the full experience.”
One exclusive expericnce is a wine
tasting at Lleron Llill Winery in room for 15.
ammondsport, where groups gather in
a vaulted. cobblestone-floored rasting
room thart was recently named onc of
the worldy most speclacular wsting
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Courtesy Srenber Co. CVB
Thers are mers than 100 wineriss In the Fnger Lakes rogien and most welcome visitors for
tautings. Amnnyg tham is Belly Hil Vissyards, sbove, on Kenka Lake, with [z own restaursst.

400 Years oF Meering History!

Four cenfuries of heritage, astounding
architecture, a great variely of arls and
enterfainmeni, exciling events, ond the
mighty Hudson River make New York's
Capital Cily your next meeting host.

www.albany.org * 800-258-3582

rooms by TravelrLeisure. The winery
has cvent space for 250 and a conference

“We overlook Keuka Lake, and the
tasting raom offers gargeous views for
up to 50 guests at a reccption ar cvent,
which are primarily held alter bours,”

fstaner 2011

said Kicty Oliver, marketing and public
relations direcror.

This destination winery draws 50,000
visitors each year 10 on-site concerts, the
Finger Lakes Riesling Festival and ocher
special evenrs, Heron Hills also has rasting
roams on Seneca and Canandaigua lakes.

The Finger Lakey Riesling and char-
donnay winc industry began in 1960
when Huropean immigrane Dr.
Konstantin Frank was the first to suc-
cessfully planr Viris vinifera grapevines
from Europe. He founded Dr.
Koostantin Frank Vinifera Wine Cellars,
north of Hamunondsport, the statc’s
most award-winning winery for mare
than 40 years.

Groups visit the winery w taste both
red and white varictals, including the
celebrated Rieslings served at a recent
state luncheon for German Chancellor
Angela Merkel.

Another Finger Lakes claim to fame
is the circu-1860 Pleasant Valley Wine
Co., which claims to be the nation’s old-
est bonded winery. Light historic build-
ings. as well as sherry and champagne
caves, can be toured: there’s also a visi-
tors center muscum with exhibits
depicting how wine has been made since
the 1800s.

Fach year, thousands pour into the
area for the annual Finger Lakes Wine
Festival, held each July at Watkins Glen
International Racetrack.

“The county’s 1,600 hotel rooms are
filled with festivalgoers who ger a wrist-
band and a glass in order to sample the
warcs of more than 90 winerics,” said
Roman. “There's no worry about driv-
ing, as scheduled pick-up and drop-off
service can be arranged.”

In addirion ta music, lacal foods and
glasshlowing demonstrations by the
ncarby Corning Muscumn of Gluss, the
festival features cooking classes by the
New York Wine and Culinary Cenver in
Canandaigua.

“We showcase the state’s fond and
wine industry, and our hands-on kitchen
is popular for tcam-building activicics,”
said Tanya [lasscler, evenr sales manager
for the center. “Groups can help creare
local-ingredient dishes with a chef
instructor or warch culinary demonstra-
tions that include a wine instrucror”

The center’s event venues include the
new Sands Callery, for meetings up to
80 and receprions for np ro 120, as well
as a garden tent for up to 70 and an
cducational theawer lor sales meetings ol
up to 50. The center is part of the
41-mile Canandaigua Wine lrail, one of
three Finger Lakes wine trails.

607-936-6544

www.corningfingerlakes.com

Long Istand

lrom elegant events ar a ‘Tuscan-style
villa to rustic receptions in chardonnay
fields, Long Island’s wine industry offers
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a variety of venues.

Although irs first grapevines were
planted only 40 years ago, today Long
Island is hotne w 60 vineyards and 30
wineries growing red and white wines
nureured by che maritime climare.

Mast of the picturesque venues are
along the Notth Fork of the island’s East
End. Thesc include onc of
Long lslnd'’s largest vine-
yards for group evencs: the
200-acre Martha Clara
Vincyards in Riverhead.

“We draw local groups
as well as those from the
city, as we are only one
and one-half honrs from
Manhavan,” said Molly
O'Connor, location and
event manager. “We have a
beautiful vista on the
North Shore bur are just
15 minutes from the Long
Island Expressway.”

In addition to the scuting, Martha
Clara Vineyards offers meeting groups a
chance to raste award-winning wines
such as its 2010 Riesling, which recently
won the Gavernars Cup for the best
wine in New York state. It also has a
cotporate events package for four-hour
private events that includes the venue
plns a wine rasting.

New Vork's 211
Wineries are spread
fram Long Island on

the east to Lake

frie on the west.
The stale grows 3
varieties of grapes.
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“We can hold tented evenes for up w
2,000 in che chardonnay fields, and
receptdons for 200 can be held in Gallery
One building,” O’Connor said. “The
Tasting Room Pavilion can hold 140 for
evenrs after business hours, and we also
have a Culinary Education Center thac
can accommodate groups of 50."

When they aren't
enjoying a wine-filled
event, groups can stay
at Riverhead area hotels,
among them the
50-roons I and Spa at
East Wind in Wading
River, which has a
2,000-square-Foor ball-
room and a
10,000-squarc-foot spa.

The area’s newest
hotel is the 100-room
Hyatr Place Fast Fnd,
which is adjacent to the
renatned and expanded
Long Island Aquarium and Exhibition
Cenrer and its new 3,300-square-foor
Sea Star Ballroom.

Other Long Island locations with
meccting spacc arc Duck Walk Vincyards,
which can accommodate 40 at its origi-
nal Water Mill location, and 400 at
Duck Walk North, in Southold on the
Narrh Fork.

“The 55-acre Wolffer Estare Vineyard
in Sagaponack is an elegant serting for
cvents in 2 Tuscan-seyle villa,” said Joan
LaRosa, director of sales, Long Island
CVB, [lauppauge. “There is space for 20,
as well as a glass-roafed onrdoor terrace
overlooking the vineyards. Private winery
and vineyard rours are also available.”

Hobnobbing with royalty is a given
at the Castello di Borghese, a winery
and vineyard in Cutchogue owned by an
Tralian prince.

The facility has cvent and mecting
space for 73 in its gallery, as well as a
number of team-building options for up
to 50 that include a tasting of Castello
di Borghese Riesling and Cabernet Franc
wines, and a talk by a wine instructor.

Groups can also add a guided tour of
the vineyard, the winery and the pro-
duction facility, as well as a gourmet
dinner in which courses are paired with
different wines.

“Throughout the Long Island winer-
ics, groups can hold private winc din-
ners or have wine tastings, as well as
clambakes or ronrs,” said TaRosa. “They
can hop a ride from their hotels to the
vincyards on the North Fork Trolley, or
take a wine tour that feawures three oc
four vineyards as well as lunch.”

631-951-3900

www.discaverlongisland.com

Conrtesy Wolfler Estare Vineyard

A covered terrace sverissks tha vineyards at
Woltfer Estats Viseyard in Sagapesack.

With our help, planning
a successful meeting

on Long [sland

1s a walk in the park.

These days, meeting planners have to do more with smaller
budgets, fewer staff and tighter deadlines than ever. That's

where we come In.

Call us and our experienced meeting experts will go to
work for you. We'll check availability and solicit proposals
from our member hotels and venues. And take you on
free site inspections. At no cost to you, You'll never be
surcharged for booking & meeting through the Long Island
Convention & Visitors Bureau.

For a free Meeting Planner Guide, call §31-951-3900,
ext. 306 or visit www.discoverlongisland.com/meetings.
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